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Message from the Chairperson 
 

 

 

Dear friends! 
 

Namaste! Welcome to India Fest 27th anniversary hosted by the Asian Indians of Hampton Roads (AIHR). 

It gives me great pleasure to invite you to this celebration of India. The 26th celebration of India Fest, at 

the Virginia Beach Convention Center, promises to be a feast for the senses. We welcome you to explore 

and enjoy the vibrant tradition and culture of one of the world’s oldest civilizations. 
 

Savor the delicate intricacies of Indian spices from the best local Indian restaurants, be mesmerized by 

India’s music and dance, and enjoy the educational activities with your children. Add bling to your ward- 

robe, and update your style with many exotic vendors from near and  

far. We have tried to create the overarching majesty and diversity of India, with nonstop cultural perfor-

mances that capture the essence of Indian culture. We hope that India Fest is not only an enjoyable expe-

rience for you, but also fosters a deeper understanding and appreciation of India. 
 

The Asian Indians of Hampton Roads group proactively supports the Hampton Roads community. Read 

more about us at www.aihr.org. One of our focal missions is to promote education locally. Towards that 

goal, we have introduced youth-oriented competitions at India Fest. Art, badminton, chess, essay, math, 

poetry,  public speaking, and tennis competitions create an environment of learning and fun. We also had 

a fun panipuri eating competition that contestants and spectators enjoyed equally. Ladies came out and 

showed off their talent by participating in saree draping, salad making and lemon spoon competitions. 

Our goal is to recognize talent and encourage children to compete and shine! 
 

NETCON provides festive and relaxed environment for people from corporations, banks, restaurants, 

health professional, political dignitaries and sponsors to mingle.  NETCON has been instrumental to pro-

vide business connections for attendees. 
 

AIHR is grateful to our community for their massive support and encouragement to this Mega  India Fest. 

An event of this magnitude is only possible with dedication, meticulous planning, and the labor of love. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to our sponsors! Our vendors, who come from far and near, are the jew-

els of India Fest. Finally, AIHR is indebted to the service of our innumerable performers, choreographers, 

committee members, and volunteers. Thank you for championing the success of our India Fest! 
 

Best wishes for peace and harmony amongst us! 
 

Bhranti Patel 

Chairperson, India Fest  
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Bhavin Patel 

Abhay Bhardwaj 

Pringal Parikh 

Parita Patel 

Dr. Murthy 

Vidhi Sharma 

Meetali Chhaya 

Ram Gowda 

Kavithasri Hathwar 

Rupal Master 
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Leadership Team 2024 

Bhranti Patel 
Chairperson, India Fest 

Karamjit Rajpal 
Co-Chair, India Fest 

Meetali Chhaya 
Chair, Marketing 

Vidhi Sharma 
Chair, Cultural 

Henal Parikh 
Chair, Volunteer 

Pringal Parikh 
Chair, Exhibits 

Bhavin Patel 
Chair, Sponsorship 

Dharti Patel 
Chair, Talent 

Parita Patel 
Chair, Operations 

Bijay Singh 
Chair, Publication 

Janak Patel 
Chair, Food 

Dr. Murthy 
Co-Chair, Sponsorship 

Abhay Bhardwaj 
Co-Chair, Food 

Mohit Gour 
Co-Chair, Marketing 

Kshitij Mantri 
Chair, Tickets 

Manish Trivedi 
Chair, Website 

Rupal Master 
Chair, PR 

Umang Aggarwal 
Treasurer 

Yoshita Padiri 
Chair ,Youth Volunteer 

Dhruv Parikh 
Chair, Audio Video 

Nupur Jain 
Co-Chair, Cultural 

Naveen Agarwal 
Co-Chair, PR 

Mariyam Roshan 
Chair, Decor 
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EXHIBITORS  

 
 
• AARYA COLLECTION  
• ANURADHA SHOPEE 
• ART OF LIVING  
• BACK2THEROOTSS LLC 
• BUTLER CUPS BALLONS & FACE 

PAINTING  
• BUYRIGHT WHOLESALE 
• CRICKHUB LLC  
• DECORATOR 
• DESI GIFTS  
• DEVA 
• DHARMANSH  
• DIYA JEWELRY'S 
• ETERNITY ARTIFACTS 
• F3 FINANCIAL  
• FINANCIAL SERVICES  
• GENERAL DYNAMICS 
• GRADE POWER LEARNING  
• HANIA COLLECTIONS 
• HENNA BOOTH  
• HIMAL PATEL MEHNDI 
• ITC FEDERAL 

 
 

• JAM CREATION  
• JEWELRY BAZAAR 
• JUNIOR LEAGUE NORFOLK - 

VIRGINIA BEACH  
• KRISHNA INDIAN FASHION 

HOUSE 
• LIBAS DESIGNS  
• MASSMA CREATIONS  
• MATHNESIUM  
• ONE FINANCIAL LLC 
• PATEL & SHAH WHOLESALE 
• PRIMROSE COTTON 
• PROGRESSIVE COLLECTION 
• RUCHI'S COLLECTION 
• SECRET GARDEN JEWELRY AND 

GIFTS 
• SOUTHERN SOLAR 
• SPONSER $6000 
• SRI JEWELERS 
• STRETCH LAB 
• THE GOLDEN BAG 
• TRINITY INSURANCE  
• UNITED 1 MORTGAGE  
• WEAVES TALK LLC  
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FOOD VENDORS 
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Festival Symphony 
Experience the Cultural Harmony of India 

 

By Malini Srirama 
 

India is a diverse country of many religions, languages, and cultural traditions. 
Festivals present a vibrant tableau of unity in diversity, and are celebrated local-
ly and regionally with great joy, bringing together families, friends, and festi-
valgoers who seek to learn more about the culture. 
 
This year’s India Fest theme offers a glimpse into the significance of some of 
the major festivals celebrated throughout the year. Produced by Vidhi Sharma, 
the main segment showcases the most popular regional celebrations. 
 
Pongal is a southern Indian harvest festival, celebrated in January. In Tamil Na-
du, it features the cooking of newly-cultivated rice. In Karnataka, people cele-
brate by offering sweet sesame seeds to each other. 
 
Lohri, a festival of the Sikh and Punjabi tradition, symbolizes the end of winter 
with the harvest of the sugarcane. 
 
Basant Panchami, held in the winter, honors Saraswati, the goddess of wisdom 
and arts. 
 
Holi, a fun and colorful festival, focuses on the triumph of good over evil. Peo-
ple playfully spray liquid colors at each other. 
 
Baisakhi, occurs at the start of a new harvest in Punjab. It commemorates the 
formation of the Khalsa tradition in the 17th century, which centers on commu-
nity protection and service. 
 

Krishna Janmashtami is one of the major festivals and recalls the birth of Lord 
Krishna, an incarnation of Lord Vishnu. Sweets are distributed and festival ob-
servers adorn their homes and the temples with fresh flowers. 
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Ganesh Chaturthi another major festival honors Lord Ganesha, the remover of 
obstacles and the God of Wisdom. It is celebrated grandly in Maharashtra and 
other parts of India. 
 
Ganesh Chaturthi another major festival honors Lord Ganesha, the remover of 
obstacles and the God of Wisdom. It is celebrated grandly in Maharashtra and 
other parts of India. 
 
Onam is a harvest observance in the state Kerala, involving a grand feast, tradi-
tional boat races, and cultural performances. 
 
Dussehra, also known as Navaratri, occurs on nine nights during which women 
dance in praise of the goddess, Durga, the slayer of a demon. In Mysore City, a 
grand royal procession features highly-decorated elephants carry a golden pal-
anquin of the goddess. Tourists come from all over the world to see the specta-
cle. 
 
Diwali, the Festival of Lights, symbolizes the triumph of good over evil. Festival 
attendees light lamps and firecrackers to symbolize the removal of darkness, 
evil, prejudice and ignorance, replacing them with light, goodness, knowledge, 
and truth.  
 
All these festivals highlight India’s plurality, its adherence to regional and local 
traditions and customs, and the blending of the past, present, and future in cul-
tural harmony. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Malini Srirama is a lifelong dancer, teacher of Barathanatyam, and choreographer, current-
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